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| malady is more likely to taint a particular county or district, 
| + than an entire State. 
behold a republican remedy for the diseases most 
incident to iblican Mvernment. And according to the 
degree of pleasure and pride we fecl in being republicans, 
ought to be our zeal in cherishing the spirit and supporting 
the character of Federalists. Pusuus. 


For tie tadcpersieat Yournal, 
THE FEDERALIST. No. XI. 
(Maminrox,) 
To the People of the, State of New York: 

The importance of the Union, ina commercial light, is 
one of those points about which there is least room to en- 
tertain a difference of opinion, and which has, in fact, 
commanded the most general assent of men who have any 
acquaintance with the subject. This applies as well to our 
intercourse with foreign countries as with cach other. 

There are appearances to authorize a supposition that the 
adventurous spirit, which distinguishes the commercial char- 
acter of America, has already excited uneasy sensations in 
several of the maritime powers of Eurdpe. They seem to 
be apprehensive of our too great interference in that carry- 
ing trade, which is the support of their navigation and the 
foundation of their naval strength. Those of them which | 
have colonics in America look forward to what this country 
iscapable of becoming, with painful solicitude, They (G%e- 
sce the dangers that may threaten their American dominions 
from the neighborhood of States, which hare all'the disposi« 
tions, and would possess all the means, requisite to the 

j creation of a powerful marine. Impressions of this kind 
will naturally indicate the policy of fostering divisions 
among us, and of depriving us, as far as possible, of am ~ 
ACTIVE COMMERCE in our own bottoms. This would ans 
-swer the threefold purpose of preventing our interference in — 
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standing on as different foundations as republican principles 
will well admit, and at the sarne time accountable to the 
society over which they are placed, ought alone to quiet this 
apprehension. But, fortunately, the Constitution has pro- 
vided a still further safeguard. The members of the Con- 
gress are rendered ineligible to any civil offices that may be 
created, or of which the emoluments may be increased, 
during the term of their election. No offices therefore can 
be dealt out to the existing members but such as may 
become vacant by ordinary casualties: and to suppose that 
these would be sufficient to purchase the guardians of the 
people, selected by the people themselves, is to re- 
nounce every rule by which events ought to be calculated, 
and to substitute an indiscriminate and unbounded jeal- 
ousy, with which all reasoning must be vain. The sincere 
friends of liberty, who give themselves up to the extrava- 
gancies of this passion, are not aware of the injury they do 
their own cause. As there is a degree of depravity in man- 
kind which requires a certain degree of circumspection 
and distrust, so there are other qualities in human nature 
which justify a certain portion of esteem and confidence. 
Republican government presupposes the existence of these 
qualitics in a higher degree than any other form. Were the 
pictures which have been drawn by the political jealousy of 
some among us faithful likenesses of the human character, 
the inference would be, that there is not sufficient virtue 
among men for self-government; and that nothing less than. 
the chains of despotism can restrain them from een 
and devouring one another. 





From the New York Packet, Tosesday, Febrwiary 19, 1738. 
THE FEDERALIST. No. LVL 
(eastreTON-o8 StADISON.) 
To the People of the State of New York: 


The second charge against the House of Representatives: 
is, that it will be too small to possess a 


the interests of its constituents. =) 
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As this objection evidently proceeds from a comparison 
of the proposed number of representatives with the great 
extent of the United States, the number of their inhabi- 
tants, and the diversity of their interests, without taking into 
view at the same time the circumstances which will distin- 
guish the Congress from other legislative bodies, the best 
answer that can be given to it will be a brief explanation of 
these peculiaritics. 

It is a sound and important principle that the representa- 
tive ought to be acquainted with the interests and cireum- 
stances of his constituents, But this principle can extend 
no further than to those circumstances and interests to which 
the authority and care of the representative relate. An 

jorance of a variety of minute and particular objects, 
which do not lic within the compass of legislation, is con- 
sistent with every attribute necessary to a duc performance 
of the legislative trust. In determining the extent of infor. 
mation required in the exercise of a particular authority, 
recourse then must be had to the objects within the purview 
of that authority. 

What are to be the objects of federal legislation? Those 
which are of most importance, and which seem most to 
require local knowledge, are commerce, taxation, and the 
militia. 

A proper regulation of commerce requires much informa- 
tion, as has been elsewhere remarked; but as far as this 
information relates to the laws and local situation of cach 
individual State, a very few representatives would be very 
sufficient vehicles of it to the federal councils, 

Taxation will consist, in a great measure, of duties which 
will be involved in the regulation of commerce. So far the 
preceding remark is applicable to this object. As far as it 
may consist of interna! collections, a more diffusive knowl- 
edge of the circumstances of the State may be necessary. 
But will not this also be possessed in sufficient degree by 
a very few intelligent men, diffusively clected within the 
‘State? Divide the largest State into ten or twelve districts, 


a 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































APPENDIX. 








































































































3 wi if if 930 


STANFORD UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 
STANFORD AUKILIARY LIBRARY 
STANFORD, CALIFORNIA 94305-6004 
(415) 723-9201 
All books may be recalled after 7 days 


DATE DUE 

















